
The Marine Corps is taking many

steps to continue its transformation into

the next decade. One example is the

MAGTF Expeditionary Family of Fighting

Vehicles (MEFFV) program. The timing of

this vehicular element of transformation

allows the Marine Corps program to lever-

age science and technology investments by

DARPA and the Army in the Future

Combat Systems program. This approach is

designed to generate Army / Marine Corps

synergy, while remaining mindful of the

unique requirements of the sea-based expe-

ditionary MAGTF. 

The MEFFV will provide the Ground

Combat Element commander a family of

manned ground-combat vehicles config-

ured to capitalize on the joint capabilities

available within the integrated Joint Task

Force in the 2015-2020 timeframe and

beyond. MEFFV equipped units will pro-

vide robust, sea-based, tailorable combined

arms forces to the MAGTF and JTF

Commander. These combined arms units

will be capable of a sustained shaping cam-

paign at the operational level and decisive

operations at the tactical level. MEFFV

equipped units will be adaptable, opera-

tionally mobile, lethal, survivable, and sup-

port joint task organization. The equip-

ment, training and operating concepts

employed by these MEFFV units will con-

tribute to the five capability enhancements

identified in Expeditionary Maneuver

Warfare, and the enhanced C2 and material

interoperability that is a specific goal of

the Joint Capabilities Integration and

Development System. There will be com-

monality across both the Army and Marine

Corps families of vehicles, while maintain-

ing configurations tailored for the differ-

ences in Army and Marine operating envi-

ronments. 

MEFFV fielding is targeted to coin-

cide with end of service times for both the

Light Armored Vehicles and M1A1 tanks

currently in the Marine Corps inventory.

This timing will enable an uninterrupted

continuation of the mounted combat capa-

bility demonstrated during Operations

Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 

The MEFFV initiative and the family

of vehicles it generates will ultimately

translate into increased tactical flexibility

in the field. Such flexibility is a hallmark of

Marine Corps operations and will be criti-

cal in future crisis-response and anti-ter-

rorism operations, in addition to our tradi-

tional warfighting tasks. The Marine Corps

is taking many steps to continue its trans-

formation further. 
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